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Pulitzer Prize, History, 2003 The liberation of Europe and the destruction of the Third Reich is a

story of courage and enduring triumph, of calamity and miscalculation. In this first volume of the

Liberation Trilogy, Rick Atkinson shows why no modern learner can understand the ultimate victory

of the Allied powers without a grasp of the great drama that unfolded in North Africa in 1942 and

1943. That first year of the Allied war was a pivotal point in American history, the moment when the

United States began to act like a great power. Beginning with the daring amphibious invasion in

November 1942, An Army at Dawn follows the American and British armies as they fight the French

in Morocco and Algeria, and then take on the Germans and Italians in Tunisia. Battle by battle, an

inexperienced and sometimes poorly led army gradually becomes a superb fighting force. Central to

the tale are the extraordinary but fallible commanders who come to dominate the battlefield:

Eisenhower, Patton, Bradley, Montgomery, and Rommel. Brilliantly researched, rich with new

material and vivid insights, Atkinson's narrative provides the definitive history of the war in North

Africa. An Army at Dawn is the winner of the 2003 Pulitzer Prize for History.
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I purchased Rick Atkinson's "Army at Dawn" and the other two titles in his Liberation Trilogy after

hearing him impressively lecture about the most recent book in the trilogy, "The Guns at Last

Light."Atkinson is among that rare breed of historians who are also talented writers; it is one thing to

know history and lecture about it. It is quite another to have the ability to bring it to life on the printed

page. Atkinson excels as both researcher and story teller. "Army at Dawn" history lesson is laden



with anecdotes, and a reader can only pause now and then to marvel at the the time, effort, and

execution that Atkinson implemented to enlighten readers in this text and in the trilogy mates that

succeeded it.A professional military historian may find fault with "Dawn," but for us

non-professionals, the book is a fascinating read, laced with stories about the American military

personalities of the day and the ordinary foot soldiers and tankers, but doing so without ever losing

sight of the underlying theme: the initial involvement of American military forces in North Africa in the

early days of World War II.A note of caution: Rick Atkinson is an excellent wordsmith, and his

vocabulary is exceptional, yet never used glibly or gratuitously. Still, a reader of Atkinson's trilogy

would be well advised to keep a dictionary by the bedpost, because his prose brings powerful

expression to the English language as well as to American military history.You can choose to

dismiss his prose as overkill, or you can choose to treat it as an expression of a man's exceptional

vocabulary; I rarely encountered a page that didn't offer up at least one "new" word. I chose to

accept the Atkinson Word Challenge, and I spruced up my own vocabulary in the process.

An Army at Dawn by Rick Atkinson is a phenomenal read presenting the battles for Africa during

WII. Military history is not my forte but Atkinson brings battles to life from numerous angles.

Obviously, he discusses battle strategies from the perspective of both the Allied and Axis armies.

He reviews Allied leaders in detail for both there flaws and what made others successful, particularly

Eisenhower, Patton, Bradley, Montgomery, and many officers of lower rank. There is an effective

use of quotes from letters and other document from the allied troops sent home, plus personal

letters sent by officers to home or to one another. There is a liberal use of quotes from Patton for his

colorful use language, both oral and written. One of Atkinson's best accomplishments is his ability to

remove the fog of war delivering a narrative that is easy to follow and very engaging. One

recommendation is to have a dictionary nearby when reading. Atkinson introduced new words to my

vocabulary more than any author I have come across.

Atkinson is a gifted writer with a talent for presenting WWII combat in blunt, unadorned prose

faithfully describing the chaos, terror, emotional shock, pathos and savagery of each battle. As an

additional bonus, the author focuses on the ordinary American infantryman and the American home

front, two heroes often given short shrift in WWII non-fiction books. Using his talent for almost lyrical

prose, Atkinson can make you experience the frustration, fears and hopes of ordinary soldiers

fighting desperate battles - the sense of stark realism is tempered by his compassion for ordinary

soldiers attempting to follow orders, orders both foolish and brilliant. Atkinson also acknowledges



our debt to the American home front which produced an abundance of weapons, supplies and food

which powered not only the American forces but the Brits, Russians, Chinese and Canadians on

various fronts. His description of a small Iowa town receiving a blizzard of "We regret to inform you"

telegrams from the War Dept. after a single, bloody battle conveys a sense of the shock and despair

experienced by the town's residents upon learning that many of their sons had died in combat - a

truly moving depiction of the grief shared by a close knit community of average Americans.However,

Atkinson shares an obsession held by many historians. He drags the reader through the childish

politics of the North African war, the oft told tale of the Darlan incident, the juvenile antics of

Churchill and Roosevelt touring the countryside after their self serving conference in Casablanca

and the feud between British and American generals detailing the Brits' national inferiority complex

over American efforts to assist them and the American's unwarranted feelings of inferiority toward a

British military who retreated in France, were hastily evacuated, had their capitol city thoroughly

bombed, surrendered an impregnable fortress in Singapore and after many initial failures finally

managed to stand up to the Germans in Africa. If you're looking for a Homeric tale of heroes like

Achilles and Hector - only with Eisenhower and Montgomery playing the hero role then this isn't the

book for you. Atkinson is unimpressed with our various Great Men but he consistently tries to be fair

in his criticism of their faults. Overall, an excellent WWII history with the exception of tedious political

squabbles.
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